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Silent awareness

Students
with Celiac
seek change

The Clothesline Project deeply impacts both volunteers and visitors
By EMMA KORYNTA
The Breeze

There’s absolute silence on the fifth floor of
Warren. Then, out of nowhere, either a gong,
a whistle or a bell is heard. Rows and rows of
decorated shirts take your breath away. Even
if there wasn’t a sign asking for silence hanging on the wall, it would be difficult to speak.
The only sounds are the occasional prerecorded gong every nine to 10 seconds to
symbolize a woman getting battered, a whistle
every one to two minutes symbolizing a rape
and a bell every 15 minutes to recognize when
someone is murdered in this country, based
on national statistics provided by The Clothesline Project’s National Network.
The Clothesline Project was hosted in the
Madison Union Ballroom this past Monday
through Wednesday. The Clothesline Project
is a silent project that expresses the experiences of survivors of sexual assault. Through
decorating a shirt, by means of art or words,
the participants have the chance to vocalize
their experience.

INSIDE TODAY
PAYING IT
FORWARD

Valerie Pagan, a sophomore kinesiology
major, volunteered for The Clothesline Project this year after participating last year.
“It’s just an eye-opening event because you
see how many shirts are strung up,” Pagan
said. “It’s sort of disturbing because there are
a lot of shirts that are hung up every year, but
I think it’s a really good way to conceptualize
how much of a problem it is, not just on campus but in general.”
Many JMU students come because they
have been affected or know someone who
was affected, but most students that participate leave in a different state of mind.
“When they walk out, you can tell that
there’s an impact,” Abigail Willett, a junior
public health education major and volunteer for The Clothesline Project, said. “Some
people come out smiling. Maybe it’s because
they feel empowered by what they see. I saw
one woman earlier that came out crying. You
can definitely tell that it’s emotional; it’s just
that people take it differently.”
Now an international initiative, The Clothesline Project originated in Massachusetts in

1990. There are currently about 500 projects
internationally in at least 41 states and five
countries. In total, they have 50,000 to 60,000
shirts. JMU’s Clothesline Project started in the
spring of 1994 and has since collected over 800
participant-made shirts from years past. These
shirts can still be seen each year.
Kristin Stephens, a first year involvement
coordinator in the Office of Residence Life,
has noted the effect the event has had on the
JMU community.
“People are more aware of the fact that
sexual assault, intimate partner violence and
other forms of abuse happen to people in our
campus community,” Stephens said. “Too
often, people assume it doesn’t happen to
anyone they know.”
Many involved with The Clothesline Project
hope that the blatant honesty shown in the
event will lead people to get more invested in
the movement against sexual assault, especially
since April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
“Maybe if everyone would involve
see CLOTHESLINE, page 9
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COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS

Kyle McPherson entered play Wednesday sixth in the Colonial Athletic Association in batting average, at .417.

When most people think “freshman” on collegiate sports teams, the role of a team leader usually
doesn’t come to mind.
JMU baseball’s freshman second baseman Kyle
McPherson earned his second Colonial Athletic
Conference Player of the Week award Monday after
his performance in last weekend’s series against
the University of Delaware. JMU won two of the
three games against the Blue Hens, as McPherson was 7-for-12 at the plate and added three RBIs
along with five runs scored.
“He’s performing with all of the top players in
our conference and around all of the teams we
have played this year,” redshirt junior shortstop
Chad Carroll said.
McPherson entered play Wednesday sixth in
CAA in batting average and on-base percentage
at .417 and .500 respectively.
McPherson was a highly recruited player out of
Western Branch High School in Chesapeake, Virginia, and was once committed to Georgia Tech.
However, after that eventually fell through due to

Even though the food might be gluten-free at food
stations, grills or utensils might be contaminated.

the distance from home and the unfamiliarity, he
became available to JMU.
“I got a call saying he was suddenly available,
so Coach [Ted] White and I brought him up and
showed him around and we were lucky enough
to get him,” assistant coach Brandon Cohen said.
Cohen had a chance to see McPherson play
in high school and praised his solid defense and
outstanding glove work. McPherson’s athleticism
and versatility were major factors in JMU’s high
interest.
“His athleticism showed through to his swing
and he has got an arm that we could probably put
at third base if we wanted to,” Cohen said.
Cohen and Carroll said the transition from
high school to college baseball is a difficult task,
but McPherson’s quick learning and surprisingly
veteran composure are what set him apart from
most freshmen.
Or perhaps his early start with a ball and bat
propelled his abilities.
“At about five years old my dad would throw
balls to me in the back yard … then t-ball … now
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ERIN WILLIAMS /THE BREEZE

Although JMU serves nationally recognized
food on campus, some students are left feeling
less than pleased with their meal options. Students with Celiac disease are especially limited in
what they can eat, which makes eating on campus
a challenge.
Celiac disease is an autoimmune disease
that attacks the small intestines when gluten is
consumed.
Brendan Eakin, a sophomore physics major and
a residential adviser of Chesapeake, finds it very
difficult to find on campus food that is 100 percent
safe to eat.
“Every single day, I have to worry about ‘what if
I get sick,’” Eakin said.
For Eakin and others with Celiac disease, it’s
especially hard to find things that are truly glutenfree. The problem is that, although the food itself
may be gluten-free, the grill or utensils at the food
station may have been used to prepare food that
contains gluten.
Eakin said that consuming wheat, barley, rye
or malt can cause serious reactions for those who
have Celiac disease. Exposure to gluten can cause
weight loss, high fevers and hospitalization.
Individuals with Celiac disease are so sensitive
to gluten, they may have a reaction if the preparation utensils have been contaminated.
“It’s really hard to find a place where I can trust
that they only cook gluten-free in that station,”
Eakin said. “There are really only two places, that
would be D-Hall — they have a gluten-free station
— and E-Hall. Those are the only two places that
I can eat.”
As an RA, Eakin is required to have a meal plan
despite the fact that he would be much happier
making his own food. Because he feels that he’s
wasting money on a meal plan, he’s moving off
campus next year.
“If I didn’t have this [problem] then I would definitely be an RA next year,” Eakin said.
Although Shannon Conway, a sophomore biology major, who is also living on campus, has never
had a personal experience with consuming glutenfree food that was prepared with contaminated
utensils, she still takes preventive measures.
“I can see where someone can definitely have a

Plasma donors earn money
while also making a difference
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ACROSS
1 “That’s terrible!”
5 Like some
stockings
9 Guck
14 Windfall
15 “The Salt-N-__
Show”
16 Trojan War figure
17 Roman god of
the sky
18 Genre that often
includes a ballet
20 Utopias
22 Excited, with “up”
23 TV teaser before
the first
commercial
26 Côte d’Azur sight
29 Lean-__
30 Nasser’s confed.
31 Harsh
33 Swamp
36 Bone-dry
37 James Bond and
others
42 Open org.
43 Second book in
Clavell’s “Asian
Saga”
44 Fanatic
47 One-up
48 Time zone word:
Abbr.
51 Buddhist branch
52 “Great” 1975
Redford role
56 Free-for-all
57 Savanna
heavyweight
58 Skinny, so to
speak, or what’s
hidden in 18-,
23-, 37- and 52Across
63 Lined up, with
“in”
64 Movers’
challenge
65 Degree holder
66 Without
67 Choose to join
68 Ages and ages
69 Choice word
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DOWN
1 Protest
2 Jinx
3 King output
4 Upright
5 EPA sticker stat

4/9/15

By Marti DuGuay-Carpenter

6 Adverb in odes
7 Produce
8 Capital NE of
Vientiane
9 Quick learner
10 “Dragnet” force,
briefly
11 Rage
12 Orbiter for 15
years
13 Spanish “that”
19 Pressures for
payment
21 Ting or ping
24 When doubled, a
South Pacific
capital
25 Blow
26 First name in
game shows
27 Iroquoian people
28 Cabs and syrahs
32 “You’re So ___”:
1973 #1 hit
33 Carrier that
doesn’t fly on the
Sabbath
34 Where to hear
maas and baas
35 Popular chip
37 __ bass
38 Words of
understanding

Wednesday’s
Puzzlesolved
Solved
Tuesday’s
puzzle
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39 Eddie __,
detective
involved in the
actual “French
Connection”
40 Each
41 Slender candle
45 Was in debt
regarding
46 Yarn
48 Fusilli shape
49 Mortise partners
50 Nod
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53 Pigeon’s place
54 Golden, in
Guadalajara
55 Full moon, e.g.
56 Thigh-high attire
58 2010 GM
financial event
59 Little bite
60 Did nothing
61 One might keep
you from seeing
the show
62 Magazine VIPs
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Turkey, Pakistan seek Drilling protesters Venezuela goes to
Brazilian president
to contain fighting
board Shell’s oil rig summit with agenda ponders US visit
McClatchy Foreign Staff

ISLAMABAD — Turkey and Pakistan,
two of the biggest military powers in
CHARLEE VASILIADIS
the Muslim world, have launched a diplomatic initiative to prevent the conflict
AD DESIGNERS
in Yemen from becoming a regional one.
CAROLINE DAVIS
The initiative began Friday in Turkey’s
capital, Ankara, where Turkish Prime MinADRIENNE ELIAS
ister Ahmet Davutoglu and his Pakistani
KAITLYN ROCCHICCIOLI
counterpart, Nawaz Sharif, both voiced
concern over the ousting of the Yemeni
Download our
mobile app at
government by “non-state actors,” a refbreezejmu.org.
erence to the Iran-backed Houthi rebels
who now occupy Yemen’s capital and are
pressing an offensive to take the country’s second city, Aden.
/TheBreezeJMU
That meeting is being followed by a
flurry of diplomatic get-togethers: a visit
to Ankara on Monday for consultations
by the Saudi deputy crown prince and
interior minister, Mohammed bin Nayef;
a visit by Turkey’s president, Recep Tayy@TheBreezeJMU
ip Erdogan, to Tehran on Tuesday, where
he’ll meet with Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani and supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and a visit Wednesday
by Iran’s foreign minister, Javad Zarif, to
@breezejmu
Islamabad. Later in the week, the Turkish
foreign minister is expected in Islamabad.
The intense series of consultation
comes two weeks after a Saudi Arabia-led coalition launched a bombing
youtube.com/breezevideo campaign over Yemen aimed at halting
Houthi advances.

MARKETING & CIRCULATION
COORDINATOR

Bloomberg News

Miami Herald

McClatchy Foreign Staff

SYDNEY — Arctic-drilling protesters from Greenpeace climbed aboard a
Royal Dutch Shell Plc oil rig Monday as it
was transported across the Pacific Ocean
northwest of Hawaii.
Six Greenpeace members approached
the rig, the Polar Pioneer, in inflatable
boats and scaled the platform, according to a statement from the group. The
Transocean Ltd.-owned rig is traveling on
the Blue Marlin vessel to Seattle before
heading to the Chukchi Sea in the Alaskan Arctic, according to Greenpeace.
Shell, Europe’s largest oil company, has
said it wants to resume drilling off Alaska
even as a plunge in crude prices has led
oil explorers to review their ambitions
in Arctic regions, where operations are
challenged by high costs, environmental concerns and technological obstacles.
Shell, which has spent $6 billion
searching for oil off Alaska in the past
eight years, suspended drilling in 2012
after a rig ran aground and it faced legal
challenges. The company could now
resume operations after the U.S. government last week decided a lease sale in
Alaska can go forward.
Shell said the Greenpeace protesters
illegally boarded the rig, jeopardizing
their safety as well as the crew’s. The company, based in The Hague, said it has met
with critics of oil exploration off Alaska.

BOGOTA, Colombia — The Summit of
the Americas, which begins Friday, was
supposed to mark the United State’s
return to the fold. During the last few
meetings of the hemisphere’s leaders,
Washington had been sidelined over
its stance on the Falklands, the war on
drugs and, most important, its insistence
that Cuba not be invited to the party.
But with Washington-Havana talks
underway and the Cuban delegation
headed to the summit for the first time
since the event was launched in 1994,
the stage seemed set for a historic
snapshot: Cuban and U.S. leaders shaking hands in the Americas for the first
in 15 years. (Bill Clinton and Fidel Castro shook hands in 2000 at the United
Nations in New York.)
Now, Venezuela is threatening to spoil
that simple, cheerful photo-op.
President Nicolas Maduro is swooping into the summit with a mission of
his own: to force Washington to repeal
the sanctions it levied on Caracas last
month.
Few believe the White House will rollback the executive order that denied
visas and froze assets of Venezuelan officials. But Maduro will undoubtedly try
to rally the region against the measure
— and that’s bound to heat up already
sweltering Panama.

RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazilian President
Dilma Rousseff is expected to meet President Barack Obama this week when the
Western Hemisphere’s leaders gather for
the Summit of the Americas in Panama,
in what will be Rousseff’s highest-profile
encounter with Obama since revelations
in 2013 that the National Security Agency
had spied on her.
Made public in the documents
leaked by fugitive former NSA contractor Edward Snowden, the spying
revelation led to the cancellation of a
planned Rousseff visit to Washington,
and she’s expected to respond this week
to an invitation from the White House to
reschedule the trip.
Yet tense relations with the Obama
administration are nothing compared
with what Rousseff faces at home: two
years of virtually no economic growth,
a currency that’s plunged 18 percent
against the dollar just since Jan. 2, a
major corruption scandal and loud calls
for her resignation or impeachment.
In just the third month of her second
four-year term, her approval rating is 13
percent, according to the Brazilian pollster Datafolha, after she won 52 percent
of the vote last fall.
Compiled from Tribune News
Service.

NATIONAL NEWS
Mayor, police chief visit Detroit sues churches/
North Texas students
White House emphasizes
family of slain man
schools over electric bills petition against governor impact of climate change
Los Angeles Times

Detroit Free Press

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

McClatchy Washington Bureau

NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C. — The mayor and
police chief visited the family of a black man
shot to death by a white police officer as demonstrators protested another deadly confrontation
between cops and civilians.
As many as 50 people protested at City Hall, carrying signs including “Back turned, don’t shoot,”
“Black lives matter” and “Stop racist police terror.”
The protest was led by the group Black Lives Matter, which rose to prominence after last summer’s
police shooting in Ferguson, Missouri.
North Charleston Mayor Keith Summey and
Police Chief Eddie Driggers visited and prayed
with the Scott family on Wednesday, a family
spokesman told the Los Angeles Times.
“There were tears on both sides, a real conversation between mayor and police chief and the
family,” the spokesperson said. “They offered condolences, a chaplain led a prayer. It was a friendly
conversation that last about half an hour for the
family which was heartbroken.”

DETROIT — Hunting for revenue after emerging from bankruptcy, Detroit is stepping up its
fight to collect on unpaid electricity bills, filing
a batch of lawsuits against churches, schools
and other organizations the city says are in
arrears for a combined $834,000.
Well-known churches are included in the
crackdown.
The city says the Considine/Little Rock Family Life Center, part of the Rev. Jim Holley’s
Historic Little Rock Missionary Baptist Church,
owes $74,000 for electricity service since January 2013.
The Rutherford Winans Academy, a charter
school in northwest Detroit affiliated with Pastor Marvin Winans of Perfecting Church, owes
$62,000, court records show.
Several of the organizations named in the
lawsuits did not respond to messages seeking
comment. Others disputed the amounts or said
they were not responsible for the charges.

FORT WORTH, Tex. — Texas Gov. Greg Abbott
will speak at the University of North Texas graduation next month despite some students’ promise
to boycott their own commencement ceremony
if he gives the keynote address.
More than 2,000 students have signed an
online petition asking UNT officials to choose a
different speaker for their May ceremony.
“While Governor Abbott’s story is inspirational,
his views on inequality cannot be overshadowed
by this,” the petition states. “Our Mean Green Pride
comes from being heard and respected. Which is
why we ask University President Neal Smatresk to
find a new keynote speaker for graduation.”
Smatresk said he’s excited that the governor will
be at the ceremony and won’t changing speakers.
“He’s a new governor, he’s supportive of higher education,” said Smatresk, who became UNT’s
president last year. “Why wouldn’t we want to celebrate the success of our institution in its 125th
year with him?”

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration
on Tuesday unveiled a long list of actions ranging from corporate and academic partnerships
to community programs to highlight the health
impacts of climate change.
Tech giants such as Google and Microsoft will
conduct disease research, universities will train
the next generation of health experts and cities
such as Durham, North Carolina, and Kansas City,
Kansas, will monitor local air quality.
All of these efforts and others are part of a multipronged approach to better educate people on
the threat of climate change and how it could
affect their quality of life.
The effort stretches across multiple government agencies such as the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the National Institutes
of Health, the Environmental Protection Agency
and NASA.
Compiled from Tribune News Service.
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Paid for plasma
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Vehicle charger now
open for public use
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Students earn extra money while saving lives at local donation center

courtesy of Alleyn Harned

An electric vehicle charging station is now available for the public.
The charger will allow owners of electric and plug-in electric cars who are
traveling through Harrisonburg and
Rockingham County to recharge their
vehicles.
Supported by JMU’s Virginia Clean
Cities, an alternative fuels and air
quality nonprofit, the equipment,
which VCC helped acquire, can
recharge an electric vehicle in six
hours, with approximately 30 miles of
driving range for each hour of charging. The Center for Wind Energy at
JMU is also a partner.
“This is an important step for electric vehicle charging infrastructure,”
Alleyn Harned, executive director
of VCC, said. “With 200 EV charging
locations in Virginia and more than
500 public charging outlets, this charger helps round out the regional EV
network and promotes cleaner air,
economic vitality and is a good step
for energy security.”
There are approximately six chargers in the Harrisonburg area,
including the new public charger at
Harrisonburg Electric Commission.
“We are proud to be providing an
additional value added service at this
leased building for community benefit,” John Serrell, building owner and
president of Village Auto Center, said.
“This is a step towards the future and
for future generations.”
Charger locations can be found
online at afdc.energy.gov/locator/
stations and at plugshare.com.

HPD focuses on
vehicle safety
The Harrisonburg Police Department’s motor carrier unit recently
conducted inspections of large trucks,
trailers and driver credentials at various city locations and a Rockingham
County trucking hub.
“In most cases, bad brakes and
defective lights were the biggest culprits in the vehicles not passing the
inspection process,” HPD Traffic Officer Greg Deeds said.
As the concern for truck safety at
the national and local level continues
to grow, especially along Interstate
81, HPD’s motor carrier unit, which
began with two officers in 1998, has
increased to six officers this year.
The unit’s expansion is a continuing
commitment to keep Harrisonburg
and the surrounding communities’
motoring public safe.
“Our focus is to get unsafe trucks
fixed or remove them from the road
before they possibly cause an accident,” Deeds said.

Local library announces
book exhibit winners
Almost 150 individuals voted last
week for their favorite youth and
adult Altered Book exhibits set up
in a gallery at Massanutten Regional
Library in Harrisonburg.
Haley Tebo won first place in the
youth category for “Book Light,” a
display that featured a physical lamp
decorated with folded paper and a
see-through lamp shade.
Noel Levan was the overall adult
winner with “Dwelling places,” a
diorama featuring the author’s story
and elements from nature.
The winners’ exhibits can be found
on the second level of Massanutten
Regional Main Library throughout
National Library Week, which is April
12-18.
The gallery was open to be voted on
for four days at the main branch and
JMU Alpha Phi Omega members also
volunteered.
According to Massanutten Regional Library Community Relations
Manager Cheryl Griffith, the exhibits’ creativity made voting difficult.
“The patrons had a hard time
voting, particularly with the youth
division of exhibits,” Griffith said.
“The creativity was spell bounding.
All individuals had a difficult time
picking their overall favorite.”

Matt Schmachtenberg / The Breeze

The plasma donation process collects approximately 600 to 800 milliliters, or two tall Starbucks cups, and takes 40 minutes to an hour. Donators are
given between $20 and $30 for each session and the money is loaded onto a prepaid Visa card, allowing donors to track their money online.

By Ashley Curtis
contributing writer

Molly Wolpert, a sophomore intelligence analysis and religion
double major, sits in a comfortable chair and pulls out her laptop
to open Netflix. A needle is inserted into her arm.
Wolpert’s blood is being collected. Her plasma — the liquid portion that contains proteins, white blood cells and platelet cells — is
separated, and her blood is eventually returned to her vein. Meanwhile, Wolpert catches up on the latest episode of “Grey’s Anatomy.”
“You watch an episode on Netflix and it’s done,” Wolpert said.
Wolpert sits in the large, open room at BioLife Plasma Services
among the other donors. Donation stations are grouped into sections
and labeled with specific color names. Donors can be seen leafing
through magazines, using their cell phones, listening to music or
simply relaxing with their eyes closed. Some donors strike up conversations with the other donors in the room due to the proximity
of the donation stations.
“They’re all really nice, and it’s really clean, so I don’t feel scared,”
Wolpert said. “It’s a really new facility.”
Wolpert has been donating plasma at BioLife in Harrisonburg
since her freshman year. She started donating to make extra spending money.
On average, each session pays between $20 and $30. After a blood
draw, which can last 40 minutes to an hour, the money is loaded
onto the donor’s prepaid Visa card, instead of cash or a check. The
card allows donors to track their money online to see how much
they’ve earned.
The blood is drawn cycle by cycle, and a centrifuge separates the
blood. Plasma is held in a container and then the red blood cells are
returned to the donor. This is followed by a saline rinse that replenishes the volume of plasma loss in the donor’s body. Wolpert said
there is an odd tingling sensation of “feeling the blood go back in.”
During the process, about 600 to 800 milliliters of plasma can be
obtained — an amount that would fill about two soda cans or two
tall Starbucks coffee cups.

The process includes an initial consultation and general physical
exam that typically takes about 25 to 35 minutes. Potential donors
must complete a long questionnaire about their medical history,
tattoos, piercings, surgeries and medications. There is a brief health
screening to test vital signs. Technicians also draw a small blood
sample from a prick in the finger to test iron levels and to find the
ratio of red blood cells to plasma.
Once approved and eligible to donate, donors complete a shorter
questionnaire each time they come in; their iron levels and vital signs
are tested before each session as well. A person can donate twice in
a seven-day period, with at least one day in between.
Wolpert said that at times, if her iron levels are too low, BioLife
recommends eating more red meat. BioLife’s tips for a healthy “predonation diet” include eating foods high in protein and iron and
low in fat. Some of these include nuts, eggs, fish, lean red meat and
beans.
As student plasma donors discover the money-making possibilities, a common question that comes up is, “Are there risks?”
Dr. Stephen Rodgers, medical director of the University Health
Center, said the overall process is safe.
“I think there’s nothing wrong with it,” Rodgers said. “The need of
those medical products is great, especially now with more and more
cancers and more and more chronic disease.”
BioLife’s website features a section called “Patient Testimonials,” where visitors meet patients like Mitchel and Celina, who have
diseases like hemophilia and primary immunodeficiency, among
others. These patients benefit from plasma-derived therapies and
the drugs they need.
As with any process that involves a needle, a sterile technique is
required to reduce any chance of infection. According to Rodgers,
there’s a potential for “local reactions” like irritation and inflammation
because of the needle. In rare cases — less than a 1 percent chance —
this can lead to a blood clot.
Rodgers also said that donating plasma is similar to donating blood
see PLASMA, page 5

Meeting to include student voice
Division of Administration and Finance will hold auditions for JMU singers
By Jessica newman
The Breeze

For the first time, the division of administration and finance is extending students the
opportunity to sing the national anthem at its
divisional meeting, which will take place in the
Festival Ballroom on Tuesday, May 12.
At the end of every school year, the administration and finance division holds an employee
meeting that’s primarily designed to enhance
communication within the division, according to Rick Larson, assistant vice president for
human resources, training and performance.
Because this is one of the major divisions in the
university, there is about 800 to 1,000 people,
including faculty and staff, a small group of students receiving scholarships and members of
the university administration.
The divisional meeting begins with the singing of the national anthem by an employee.
“Most years we’ve had an employee from the
division to come and sing at the event live,” Larson said. “We just think that provides more of an
entertainment value, and it gives us a chance to
honor another employee in front of their peers.”
However, singing in front of nearly 1,000
people is no easy task. Finding someone with
singing ability isn’t easy, either. Because they’ve
had to repeat performers in the past, the division has extended the audition to everyone on
campus.
“Sometimes we get a little nervous because

we’re not sure how many people in the division
can actually do this,” Larson said. “Singing the
national anthem in front of [all their] colleagues
can be really intimidating, so we expanded a
little bit to see if anyone on campus would be

“I have gotten a lot of
responses. Last year, we got
maybe one response, and then
they backed out. [We had to
have] someone in athletics
who sung at the football games
do it, because we had no one
show up to the auditions.”
Teresa Somma

coordinator of special projects
and personnel in athletics

willing to help us out.”
Teresa Somma, coordinator of special projects
and personnel in athletics, has been involved
with auditions for the past three years and
has been running them for the past two years.
According to Somma, the person auditioning
has to prepare the national anthem and sing it a

cappella in front of a committee of eight people.
Since extending this opportunity to students,
Somma said that there have been about six candidates inquiring about the audition process.
Last year, Somma said there was hardly anyone
interested.
“I have gotten a lot of responses,” Somma
said. “Last year, we got maybe one response, and
then they backed out. [We had to have] someone in athletics who sung at the football games
do it, because we had no one show up to the
auditions.”
Maggie Boyd, a freshman music major,
believes that this is a great opportunity for JMU
students.
“It’s awesome. There are so many talented
musicians in the JMU School of Music, it’s nice
for them to be showcased outside of the School
of Music,” Boyd said. “It gives students that
aren’t involved in the music programs at JMU
a small preview on what the students that are
involved can do.”
Somma stressed how they’re looking for
someone with both singing ability and the confidence to sing in front of almost 1,000 people.
“It’s a lot,” Somma said. “It has to be the right
personality. My thought is, if you’re a singer, and
that’s what you like to do, then this should be
nothing. I’m also saying that from a person who
couldn’t get up on stage and do anything.”
contact Jessica Newman at
newmanjt@dukes.jmu.edu.
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JMU students test limits

Photos by Daniel stein / the Breeze

top: One of the student-built drones that were tested in JMU’s Convocation Center on Wednesday. Students in a JMU robotics class built the drones, which are also called “unmanned aerial vehicles,”
from scratch. They also received some help from engineers at Nova Labs & Sentien Robotics, a membership-driven, all-volunteer maker space located in Reston, Virginia.
bottom: Junior physics major Griffin Hundley (left), junior physics and math double major Josiah Lapolla and senior physics major Drew Nutter work as a team to fly their drone. Students were split up
into teams at the beginning of the semester and each team was given the opportunity to fly their drone for the first time Wednesday.
right: Wes Green (left), a sophomore computer science major, freshman computer science major Fabrice Mulumba and Fred Briggs, who works at NOVA Labs and heads the program, test one of the
drones. Representatives from Nova Labs oversee the progress of the course from Reston, but made their appearance Wednesday for the drone’s first flight.
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gluten | Students encouraged to register eating restrictions with UHC

erin Williams / the Breeze

There is a clear difference between the phrases “made without gluten” and “gluten free,” according to Executive Chef James Vetter. JMU dining services uses
the phrase “made without gluten” to warn students who have Celiac disease or other gluten intolerances that the food station may be contaminated with gluten.
from front

reaction, they have to be on top of it,” Conway
said. “If it is a busy hour, I try not to go around
12. Usually I eat lunch around 1:30 because I
don’t want to go around that major rush time
because the risk of cross contamination is high.”
According to James Vetter, the executive

chef for JMU dining, there’s a distinct difference between the phrases “gluten-free” and
“made without gluten.” JMU dining services
uses “made without gluten” to alert students
who may have Celiac disease, or other severe
gluten intolerances, that the food station may
be contaminated.
“If someone who does have severe Celiac

comes in, we treat them completely separate, we
bring in packaged gluten-free items,” Vetter said.
He suggests that students register their eating
restrictions with the University Health Center so
dining services can be better prepared.
“It’s all about communication,” Vetter said.
Vetter suggests that after meeting with the
UHC, a student should meet with a manager

at each dining location one-on-one. That way
different dining locations on campus can be
prepared for students depending on what meals
they eat there and where their classes are each
day.
Eakin feels that, although JMU promotes communication between students and dining staff,
those with Celiac disease are still left with little
to no dining options.
“They promise me stuff that never actually
comes,” Eakin said. “I think they [JMU dining] are
on the right track, they definitely recognize that
it is a problem, but I do not think that it [JMU] is
as supportive as it should be.”
Eakin feels as though he misses out on social
opportunities because his dining is limited to
E-Hall and D-hall where he knows his food is
truly gluten-free.
“If they [friends] want to go out to anywhere
but D-hall or E-Hall, I can’t go out with them,”
Eakin said. “Bring your own food, or you are left
out.”
Another major negative effect of the limited
gluten-free options on campus is that those with
dietary restrictions sometimes end up wasting
their meal plans.
“It’s so monotonous,” Conway said. “Sometimes I will just buy food from Costco and just
end up with five extra punches at the end of the
week.”
According to Vetter, JMU dining services is
always working to improve its options for those
with eating restrictions. He even said that if a student was willing to bring recipes from their eating
regimens at home, that the staff would try and
work with it to create more variety.
Vetter believes that things will continue to
improve and there will be more variety for those
with this disease. Vetter encourages students to
give JMU dining any suggestions. Another option
is to speak to a manager at any of the on-campus
dining locations.
“As the population of those with Celiac disease
grows, our variety is growing with it,” Vetter said.
contact Makena Rafferty Lewis
at raffermf@dukes.jmu.edu.

plasma | Dizziness may occur
from page 3

at a blood drive in that, if a person is not well
hydrated, they have a chance of dizziness or
feeling faint. BioLife recommends eating a
healthy meal at least two or three hours before
donating and staying well hydrated.
He explained that the technicians who
insert the needle should have certain qualifications and training for venipuncture — the
collection of blood from a vein. People who
have this qualification are called phlebotomists and receive this type of training through
classes at a technical school, community college, or through EMT training, among other
ways.
Tara Suman, the regional marketing representative for BioLife, added that the donation
process is safe, completely voluntary and Food
and Drug Administration approved and regulated. The phlebotomists at BioLife undergo an
“in-house training program” and work with a
supervising physician.
Donors walk out of BioLife with some extra
money loaded onto their Visa cards and a
sticker that says, “I saved a life today.” According to Suman, the experience is a rewarding
process for all parties involved.
“It’s always nice to get a little extra bonus
when you are helping save lives,” Suman said.
“It becomes a part of your every week routine
and makes you feel good about what you’re
doing.”
BioLife advertises to JMU students with fliers placed in student mailboxes in Warren
Hall. Students can be seen carrying BioLife
cups or even shiny BioLife bottle opener key
chains.
Chloe Gay, a junior psychology and interdisciplinary liberal studies double major,
learned about donating at BioLife during her
freshman year. Her choice to donate was motivated by study abroad fees for a trip to London
nearing $10,000.

“I wanted easy money, basically,” Gay said.
“I was like, ‘oh, I could go eight times a month
and make 60 bucks a week’ ... So I kept going
all the time, and I would get on the bus after
class and just go donate plasma.”
The only BioLife location in Harrisonburg
is on Lucy Drive near Gold’s Gym, less than
two miles from campus. This is between the
Charleston Townes and Copper Beech bus
stops on Route 15.
While Gay appreciated the convenience and
ease of donating plasma, she recalls bouts of
sudden dizziness after she starting donating.
“I was like, ‘Something’s going wrong and
it’s gotta be related to this,’ because nothing else in my life has changed,” Gay said. “I
stopped going after that just because it freaked
me out.”
BioLife recommends that if people feel faint
or dizzy after donating, they should lie down
and elevate their feet.
Rodgers said that dizziness may occur similarly to how it would occur after donating
whole blood, due to volume depletion. However, he said long-term side effects, including
dizziness, long after donating plasma might
not be associated with just plasma donation.
He said each “person’s own chemistry” affects
their experience.
Cullen Oliver, a senior kinesiology major,
knew some friends who donated plasma and
he wanted to make extra money. Last semester, he averaged about two trips per week to
BioLife. He said he “absolutely” recommends
it.
“I think some people have the opinion that
it’s kinda sketchy, but it’s not. It’s very clean,
like nice place and everything,” Oliver said.
“Some people have had issues with people
missing their veins, but I’ve never had the
problem.”
Contact Ashley Curtis at
curtisad@dukes.jmu.edu.
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COREY TIERNEY | media mogul

Not as progressive as you’d think
GayMU T-shirts don’t promote the right ideas about acceptance

BREEZE
KELSEY HARDING / THE

It’s the most wonderful time of the year: GayMU Week.
I also wonder why we even need some sort of gimmick in order to not only
But after four years at this school — and unfortunately express our personal beliefs, but get others to see why they matter.
seeing just as much backlash as support — there’s always one
Trends and commodification are temporary, but basic equality
tradition I’m not too fond of.
is a simple concept that will last forever.
I can’t fully support the “gay? fine by me.” T-shirts.
You can compare this to rape culture. The incredible
Before you stop reading this column and start drafting a poets Belissa Escobedo and Rhiannon McGavin, both high
hate email, allow me to explain.
school students, said it best when they talked about the
First of all, it’s a rhetorical problem. While
“consent is sexy” movement: “Consent is
the intent is clearly positive, words are still
not sexy. Lingerie is sexy. Consent is a basic
influential. Saying “fine by me” connotes
Trends and
human right.” Rape is a serious subject and
so is the cause attempting to stop it.
tolerance instead of acceptance, and is a very passive thing to
commodification
say. Instead of being a supporter of something — in this case,
Marriage for those who are non-heterosexual is
are temporary,
LGBTQIQAP+ rights — you are simply “fine” with it. There’s no
also a basic human right, and just as serious. So are
activism.
equal rights in the workplace, school or everywhere.
but basic equality
Also, by only printing “gay,” it brings up the issue of inclusion
We don’t need to create a catchy slogan to let
is a simple
since other sexual minorities aren’t represented. It creates a
people know this, especially one that’s so passive.
hierarchy, making “gay” more important or acceptable than
I know all of this is probably seen as
concept that will
“bisexual” or “transgender.”
counterproductive. I will say that Madison Equality
last forever.
Apart from me being a picky editor, there are other points to
and other organizations do a great job trying to
normalize LGBTQIQAP+ and represent it on this
bring up. Being homosexual, bisexual, transgender or otherwise
isn’t a choice. I’m sure the wearers of these shirts agree with that.
campus.
However, they’re saying that they’re “fine” with something you
But regardless, I’ve already prepared myself for
can’t control.
messages like, “Why are you complaining about the
You’d never see “blue eyes? fine by me.” Or worse, you’d never see “black? fine by supporters instead of the haters?”
me.” That’s because, like your sexual orientation, eye color and race are biological.
The issue is that all activists should fix and nail down how they
They aren’t things you should have to be “fine” with.
get their messages across. I’d rather have one that’s air-tight and well
Something such as “I support the legalization of same-sex marriage” would thought out than one with rhetorical holes and future problems.
In order to educate others, you have to educate yourself.
suffice, and quite possibly have a larger impact on someone reading it. There’s no
way we could look back on that and think, “how silly.” That’s because it’s a clear
explanation of the cause. No one can fight that. You don’t need to commodify your Corey Tierney is a senior media arts and design major. Contact Corey at
tiernecm@dukes.jmu.edu.
message in order to get people to understand or support it.

MATT D’ANGELO | speaks for itself

Answering the call

John Oliver’s news style makes it possible to follow in the footsteps of Stephen Colbert and Jon Stewart
Earlier this year, both
Stephen Colbert and Jon
Stewart resigned as hosts
of their late night comedybased news programs.
The departure of these
two media trailblazers
marked the end of an era
for the satire news industry.
However, the large vacuum
left by these two comedy giants was filled by
HBO’s John Oliver.
Oliver is only in his second season as host of
“Last Week Tonight,” and has already been raking
in audiences.
His witty, terse sense of humor coupled with
important news stories is like “The Daily Show” on
steroids. Nonetheless, Oliver cemented himself as
the most popular satire news host on air, doing a
recent interview with Edward Snowden.
In his latest segment regarding the National
Security Agency’s nefarious actions on
surveillance, Oliver infused overly simplified,
crude analogies to communicate the borderline
criminal activity this organization engages in.
In his interview with Snowden, Oliver used
examples of his own “nude photos” to epitomize
the true power the NSA has over the American
people.

This inappropriate approach is something that Stewart.
I think should be celebrated by the American
These two hosts were fantastic and got the ball
public.
rolling in terms of providing Americans with a
Oliver and his team of producers understand lighthearted, alternative news source, but Oliver
America. They understand that we’re a country will be the one to take this brand of media to the
that no longer values the hard
next level.
journalism of the 20th century and
Already, Oliver has produced
needs a mixed drink of hard news
Technology
eye-opening segments on
and sweet humor to digest what’s
big business organizations
has advanced,
like FIFA, the NCAA and the
really going on in this world.
and with it, our
Technology has advanced, and
tobacco industry.
with it, our attention span and
His unique brand of humor
attention
span
tolerance for highbrow political talk
and inherent understanding of
and tolerance
has waned. Oliver acknowledges
the topics he’s discussing truly
this and provides a captivating
sets him apart from his current
for highbrow
program in which real issues are
competitor, Larry Willmore.
political talk
communicated through humor in
Better yet, his ability to
the most unbiased form possible.
conceptualize what it is that the
has
waned.
His latest episode, which includes
American public wants to hear
the Snowden segment, is an overall
versus what people can actually
representation of where America is
understand is absolutely
headed in terms of news media.
fantastic.
No t o n l y d o e s i t d e p i c t
This was also evident
an American public who’s uninformed or during his interview with Snowden. At one
misinformed, but it also credits their horrendous point, Snowden began to dive into technical
misinterpretations to the media industry as talk regarding how the NSA operates and Oliver
opposed to the American public’s stupidity.
immediately blew the whistle on it.
Ultimately, Oliver is the perfect hybrid of an
Yes, Oliver, a mock news anchor, looked at
extremely casual Colbert and a super serious Jon a revolutionary icon and told him that he was
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boring and needed to shut up.
This is exactly the kind of thing America needs.
No one wants to sit through a two-hour
interview with Snowden and Wolf Blitzer —
neither have any kind of entertainment appeal.
Unfortunately, America has reached a point
where the sheer content isn’t going to draw in
audiences. Thankfully, there are guys like Oliver
out there to meet this demand and make sure that
at least some portion of the American public has
an idea of what’s going on.
After Colbert got popular, his followers began
to deify him.
Honestly, Colbert always struck me as someone
whose humor was way too focused on harassing
news giants like Fox News and CNN. Oliver is the
kind of guy to use that type of humor as a vehicle
to depict what’s actually going on in America. To
me, this concept makes Oliver worthy of the same
kind of fame and fortune that Colbert received.
Thank you, Oliver, for acknowledging that the
American people’s unwillingness to sit through a
news broadcast shouldn’t result in an uninformed
population.
Matt D’Angelo is a sophomore media arts
and design and political science double
major. Contact Matt at danglemv@dukes.jmu.
edu.

A “thank-you-for-protecting-my-rightto-life” pat to Colleges Against Cancer.
From an asthmatic who supports you 100
percent and just wants to be able to breathe
and not avoid certain areas because of
tobacco smoke.

An “I-love-this-campus” pat to JMU’s
Facility Management for helping make our
campus so beautiful.
From a student who can’t stop taking
pictures.

A “how-would-you-like-to-be-lockedin-a-car” dart to the driver who left their
dog in their car in the Warsaw parking deck.
From a person who understands that you’re
busy, but knows that doesn’t excuse your
negligent behavior.

A “get-some-originality” dart to everyone
sending in darts about drivers.
From a student who gets that it’s
frustrating, but doesn’t want to read about it
every week.
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HAYLEY MOORE | historical nonfiction

Tidal not for all
New music streaming service is unnecessary with other options available
I love music — my day can’t start unless I listen
At first glance, it seemed as though Tidal was a great concept. It was putting
to some form of it. I utilize music streaming sites music back into the hands of the artists, and artists who weren’t available on
daily, specifically Spotify, but I’m always up for trying Spotify would be on Tidal. I also love exclusive music content that adds to
something new.
my collection.
On March 30, 16 music artists including Beyoncé,
Yes, Spotify offers a premium service subscription for $9.99 a month that
Jay-Z, Madonna, Daft Punk and
is only ad free and doesn’t have high-definition music. I don’t
have it. I don’t mind getting two or three ads every hour or so.
Kanye West, held a press conference
to introduce Tidal to the public, a
Sometimes I can’t tell the difference between high definition
I may have the
brand new music streaming service.
and standard definition. I’m not picky about it.
opportunity
to
I automatically wondered what was
I may have the opportunity to enhance my music experience,
enhance my
going to make it so different from Spotify.
but that still isn’t making me want to get a subscription.
However, I did further research and looked at the prices.
If there are artists I really like who aren’t on Spotify, I will
music experience,
For Tidal Premium, which includes unlimited listening
go out and buy their physical CDs or download their albums
but that still
time and no ads, the price is $9.99 per month. For Tidal
from iTunes. There are other ways to find the music I want to
HiFi, the same benefits are premium are included, but
listen to. I have options that don’t involve paying $20 a month
isn’t
making
me
listeners have high-definition music. The price? $19.99
for a subscription.
want to get a
per month.
I saw a tweet in response to everything Tidal-related that
This aspect sealed the deal in my decision to not get
read, “Tidal: A way for the rich to get richer.” I have to agree.
subscription.
Tidal.
This whole thing isn’t sitting well with me. I support
I don’t understand why anyone would want to pay $10
musicians by buying their music in both MP3 and CD form,
to $20 a month for a streaming service when Spotify can be
so why do I have to give them even more of my money?
Not everyone is going to be able to afford a service like this.
free. Tidal has only paid plans and is not free at all (after
a 30-day trial).
I’m fine with paying for my music and supporting musicians, but don’t ask
Tidal is the first artist-owned streaming service. Many artists, such as Taylor me to pay for something if I can get it for free.
Swift, believe that their music should be paid for and shouldn’t be free. As a
Sorry Jay-Z, but unless something major happens, I’m sticking with Spotify.
result, her albums aren’t available for streaming on Spotify. With Tidal, they
will be.
Hayley Moore is a junior writing, rhetoric and technical
The site will also offer exclusive songs, playlists created by artists and music communication and history double major. Contact Hayley at
moorehe@dukes.jmu.edu.
video previews. All music is ad free and in high definition.

KELSEY HARDING | The Breeze

recommendation of the week
TV: “Private Practice” (2007 - 13)
6 seasons (all on Netflix)
Do you love “Grey’s Anatomy?” Did you
If you’re a fan of Shondaland, you know
consider not watching it after Dr. Addison she uses a lot of the same actors, and “Private
Montgomery left the show? I do and I did, but Practice” is no exception. Paul Adelstein, who’s
then I found “Private Practice.”
also on Rhimes’ popular show, “Scandal,” plays
A spinoff of Shonda Rhimes’ hit Seattle- the goofy, lovable pediatrician Dr. Cooper
based medical show, “Private
Freedman. There’s also Caterina
Practice” follows Addison
Scorsone who plays Dr. Amelia
t o L o s A n g e l e s w h e re
The next time
Shepherd, Dr. McDreamy’s fierce
she joins the Oceanside
and troubled younger sister.
“Grey’s”
kills
off
Health & Wellness Group,
However, there are a few different
your favorite
a cooperative medicine
faces, like the Tony awardwinning Audra McDonald,
practice.
character in a
who plays Dr. Naomi Bennett,
The show is a perfect
bloody, ridiculous
Addison’s best friend and the
balance of medical
conundrums, classic “Grey’s”
practice’s resident gynecologist,
tragedy, switch to
melodrama and thrilling
or Amy Brenneman as Dr. Violet
“Private Practice”
romances. More realistic
Turner, the psychiatrist who can
help everyone but herself.
than it’s counterpart, “Private
for a breath of
Practice” is honestly the best
It’s hard to say what makes
fresh ocean air.
TV show I’ve ever watched
“Private Practice” so great. It has
(and not just because Taye
all the elements of success — an
Diggs takes off his shirt more
experienced producer, insightful
than once). I cried, I laughed,
acting, emotional storylines, a
I fell in love and I cursed Her Royal Highness fabulously ginger neonatal surgeon as the main
Rhimes.
character — the list goes on.
Whether you watch “Grey’s” or not, “Private
So the next time “Grey’s” kills off your
Practice” has something for everyone. The cast favorite character in a bloody, ridiculous
remains relatively small, its core characters all tragedy, switch to “Private Practice” for a
getting the screen time they deserve.
breath of fresh ocean air.

VIRGINIA INGRAM | letter to the editor

No balloon release
is a good thing
I wanted to address what might be a
burning question surrounding JMU’s Relay
for Life event — why isn’t there a balloon
release this year?
Releasing balloons is nothing more
than glorified littering. There are countless
reports of animals becoming entangled
or choking to death on balloon and string
pieces. Balloon companies report that
these balloons are biodegradable, which is
misleading because during the process of
degrading, they remain intact for months
and sometimes even years. Furthermore, the
balloons released last year had lights inside,
which definitely aren’t biodegradable.
Balloons are capable of traveling
hundreds of miles, often into waterways
and the ocean. This is why it’s illegal to
release balloons in quantities more than
50 in Virginia.
Another concern about balloon releases
is in regard to helium. Helium is a very finite
resource that’s crucial to life as we know it.
It’s in low supply and can’t be manufactured,
but is used in many medical procedures,
such as MRIs. These procedures are
sometimes used in early cancer detection
and treatment, so I found it disheartening
to hear about Colleges Against Cancer’s use
of balloons to raise awareness.
After contacting them before Relay last
year and following up with them this year,
I learned that Relay for Life isn’t planning
to release balloons during their event on
Saturday. This means a safer, legal and
more environmentally friendly event that
will help those with cancer in the long run.
Virginia Ingram is a junior graphic
design major.
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Madipalooza

Gates open at 12:45 p.m.

Kickin’ back on the lawn
JMU University Program Board prepares fifth annual outdoor music festival
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze

After years of behind-the-sceens work, senior Lauren Stiles will finally get to attend Madipalooza as a concertgoer rather than a volunteer.
The psychology major and member of JMU’s University Program
Board has worked backstage with the artists in previous years.
“It’s a unique experience booking bands for a festival and working
the day of Madipalooza to help make sure all of the music runs smoothly,” Stiles said. “UPB normally deals with stage hands and hospitality
of the artists only. In the past, I have been a part of UPB’s two music
committees, Center Stage and Spotlight Sounds, that are in charge of
selecting the bands and working the festival. But my position this year
doesn’t require me to work.”
This Saturday, a number of bands, both from the area and from afar,
will play for free on Festival lawn at JMU’s fifth annual Madipalooza
festival. Last year, 10,000 students attended. That’s about half the student body. From inflatable games to multiple band performances, this
is an event many students don’t want to miss.
Headlining this year is indie-pop band MisterWives, who have a similar sound to Grizfolk, a band that played at Frost Fest. Festivalgoers
can also see Strong Water, this year’s winner of Rumble Down Under,

JMU’s battle of the bands. The local band is a six-piece that includes
cello, banjo and fiddle players. The group has a folksy Mumford & Sons
sound with a bluegrass streak.
Steal the Prize, another local band, will also be there, and so will
country singer Chris Lane, who has opened for The Band Perry, Florida Georgia Line and Brantley Gilbert, among others. Tyler Bryant and
the Shakedown, a southern-rock band, and Great Caesar, which has a
chamber-rock sound, will also be playing.
Grace Albert, a sophomore media arts and design major involved with
UPB, is especially excited about the bands, particularly MisterWives.
“A lot of my friends really like them,” Albert said. “ Even if people
haven’t heard of them they’ll still enjoy it.”
There are also lots of contests and opportunities to win prizes. The
contests range from the inflatable game variety to chicken wing eating.
The event will be especially memorable for seniors.
“It’s been a part of my JMU experience every year so far and spring
semester wouldn’t be the same without it,” Lexi Graves, senior health
sciences major, said. “Last year I got a selfie with [last year’s headliner]
Ryan Cabrera. It was so random but fun.”
The event is 1 to 7 p.m. Saturday, and JMU students and staff just
need their JACards for access.
CONTACT Emmy Freedman at freedmee@dukes.jmu.edu.

Bands to watch:
Strong
Water
Ty l e r B r y a n t
and the
Shakedown
Great
Caesar

M i s t e r Wives
Chris
Lane

Steal the
Prize
Can’t Stop
Won't Stop

Things to do:
Photo booth

Henna tat toos

Inflatables

Laser tag

Giveaways

Dunk tank

Eating contests

D o o r p r i ze s

Caricatures
GRAPHICS BY KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE
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Living up to the family name
Jordan Rock headlines local comedy series, will perform downtown on Saturday
By ROBYN SMITH
The Breeze

“He’s not just Chris Rock’s brother — he’s hilarious,” an event flier proclaims.
Stepping out of the shadows of his older brothers, Chris and Tony, the 24 year-old New Yorkbased comedian was chosen to headline the series due to his relatable humor, according to the
series’ founder Ty Cooper.
“All of his jokes are so relevant to other peoples’ lives,” Cooper said. “He talks about current events ... He’s just so relevant, and it could be because he’s a younger comedian.
The audience is able to relate to his content.”
Jordan Rock is the headliner of this year’s United Nations of Comedy Series, which
kicked off in Charlottesville on Feb. 28. The series is coming to Court Square Theater
this Saturday.
It’s not exactly difficult to understand why Jordan Rock would reference Chris
Rock in his own promotional gear. Chris Rock has headlined several national comedy tours and produced “Everybody Hates Chris,” a popular sitcom that aired on The
CW from 2005 to 2009.
“[My brothers] influenced my career a lot because I had them there growing up in
the house,” Jordan Rock said. “… On spring break I would go hang out with my brother
Tony wherever he was on the road and we would just sit in the hotel room and eat french
fries for breakfast and he’d go to the mall and then at the end of the week he’d get a check
and I’d be like, ‘Wait, you get paid for this?’ That really influenced me to do something different, think out of the box and just do something fun with life.”
Jordan Rock is currently a correspondent for the Fuse comedy talk
show “White Guy Talk Show.” He’s best known for his work as an
actor and writer in “Ladies and Gentlemen, Jordan Rock,” a short
film produced in 2011 by Reelblack, a film company that produces films targeted toward an African-American audience. He’s also
known for his work as a writer for “Human Unipede,” a short film
produced in 2012 by CNCNTRTE Media that parodies the campy
horror flick, “The Human Centipede.” In 2010 he also appeared on
NBC’s “Last Comic Standing.”
“My journey with comedy has been character-building,” Jordan Rock said. “It’s been the most character-building thing I’ve
ever done in my life. It’s not a sprint, it’s a marathon. Just going
and working up the ranks has been some of the best times of my
life and just shaping me to be a dope person and taking me to
the next level.”
The youngest of seven siblings, Jordan Rock had the whole
house to himself in middle school and high school.
“I got to look up to all my brothers and sisters because they were
much older than me, more established than me,” Jordan Rock said.
“It wasn’t like they were figuring things out — they pretty much
had it. I had good role models to look up to.”

The United Nations of Comedy Series began as a college tour in 2002 when Cooper was inspired
to promote cultural diversity through comedy. It branched beyond campuses to more mainstream
venues in 2011.
“Some people say music is that genre of entertainment that bridges gaps,” Cooper said. “That’s not
true. Music is so divisive sometimes ... With comedy, I don’t care what color you are or your creed or
your religion. We all laugh at some of the same jokes at the same time and that bridges the gap.”
The series is returning to Harrisonburg for a reason. Every year, it travels to different
cities in Virginia and North Carolina that are culturally similar to Charlottesville, where
the series originated and where Cooper founded his promotion company, Lifeview
Marketing, in 1993.
“I think Harrisonburg is a place that is similar to Charlottesville and many other
places that we visit,” Cooper said. “It’s a place that I think needs diversity. When I
go into the town of Harrisonburg, I don’t see a lot of ethnicities together. It seems
very separated. There aren’t many events that are targeted to different ethnic
backgrounds.”
Cooper chose Court Square Theater downtown as Jordan Rock’s venue due to
its close proximity to campus. The theater is available to rent by anyone who’s
approved by the Arts Council of the Valley, according to executive director Jenny
Burden. The council runs events not only at Court Square, but also other places
downtown, like First Fridays.
“As long as it is legal — what they’re showing or doing or performing — we
don’t have a problem,” Burden said. “It’s the community’s theater … We
rely on what the public wants to see, and we try to match that up.”
Mark Finks, the manager of Court Square Theater, has
worked with Cooper on at least five shows since he inherited
the position last December. While the shows don’t always sell
out, the acts are always noteworthy. The last comedy show
was with Antoine Scott back in February.
“I would say that Harrisonburg doesn’t have a long history of having successful comedy events in the area, and
that’s something that Ty and United Nations of Comedy
is trying to cement,” Finks said. “The difference in going
to see a comedian is you get to interact with them, the
comedian can make jokes about something that’s happening that day or in the crowd. It’s more in the moment
than a movie or even sometimes watching a band.”
Tickets for United Nations of Comedy Presents: Jordan Rock are available for $20 for adults
and $15 for students. Buy tickets online at www.
vendini.com or at the door. Doors open at 7
p.m. on Saturday and the show begins at 8 p.m.
CONTACT Robyn Smith at
breezearts@gmail.com.
COURTESY OF LIFEVIEW MARKETING

CLOTHESLINE | Room filled with around 800 donated shirts

COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

A woman looks at shirts hung up for The Clothesline Project in Oviedo, Florida. The color of each shirt represents different victims of sexual assault. This past Monday through Wednesday, JMU hosted its own project.
from front

themselves in it, maybe that alone would be enough to start making a change,” Pagan said. “A change is so slow right now because
people keep refusing to be involved.”
Pagan was one of many who got to experience the project as a
survivor of sexual assault.
“I stayed quiet for a really long time and I feel like that made
things worse, because I got really depressed,” Pagan said. “I didn’t
want to come to school anymore, and I almost dropped out of JMU.”
Pagan said that the understanding nature of Campus Assault
ResponsE introduced her to The Clothesline Project and other related events, and ultimately changed her mind about leaving JMU. The
Clothesline Project serves as a reminder that JMU wants to provide
any help necessary for all students.
“It really shows that they have respect for the diverse people here
that have been through these experiences,” Willett said.
The symbolic representations of experiences with sexual assault
range from plain t-shirts with phrases on them to complete works
of art. One was painted to look like a woman and had another shirt
attached to it, slightly pulled down, that read, “This is the shirt I
was raped in.”
“The most memorable ones are the ones that have a lot of fight
to them,” Pagan said. “A lot of people will swear on their shirts,

Follow Life on
Twitter!
@BreezeLifeJMU

and it seems sort of vulgar, but it’s empowering to see that they
don’t care.”
The entire room was filled with clotheslines of approximately
800 shirts, at least 20 of which were made this year. It can be
halting to some to see the number of shirts, but it makes the
problem unavoidable.
“It’s not until it’s right in your face that you realize how terrible of a problem this is,” Pagan said. “It’s not even as simple as
people getting assaulted or anything like that. This is emotionally compromising. Some people are very broken after events
like this.”
While it can have a significant impact on those participants
who haven’t experienced sexual assault, it can be therapeutic for
the assault victims and others who actually make shirts.
“It’s an outlet for people to share their stories and messages
of hope, especially those who feel they can’t share it with anyone else,” Stephens said.
The project shows that survivors will be heard, even in silence,
and victims will be remembered.
“They don’t have to be afraid and they don’t have to stay silent,”
Pagan said. “We believe them.” “They don’t have to be afraid and
they don’t have to stay silent,” Pagan said. “We believe them.”
CONTACT Emma Korynta at korynten@dukes.jmu.edu.

Corgans’
Publick
865 Port Republic Road
540-564-2674

House

open mic night
Tuesdays 8-10 PM

(excludes first Tuesday of month)
Just bring your vocals & instrument.

Share you talent with us!

and

sweetheart
saturday
Saturdays 5-10 PM

dinner for 2 for $38 plus tax & gratuity
includes: 2 glasses beer or wine
2 side salads
2 Irish entrees
1 dessert

Cheers!

Sports

don’t forget to stretch
And don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @TheBreezeSports.
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From the
classroom
to the
courts
Sam Taylor / The Breeze

The ‘Nooners’ is an intramural floor hockey team made up of JMU professors. The team coined its name about 20 years ago based on the time of day the group would come together to play.

A group of JMU professors school students in intramural floor hockey
By Matt Tyson
contributing writer

Students often don’t think about the lives their professors lead outside of the classroom. Few would imagine
professors fielding a competitive sports team that plays
against students.
For the past 20 years there’s been a group of JMU professors playing intramural floor hockey on a team called
the Nooners. The team’s name comes from the time of
day they play at UREC, usually after lunch as a means
of exercise.
Led by professor Bob Kolvoord, the dean of the College of Integrated Science and Engineering, this team
of educators has consistently been a major player in the
intramural floor hockey leagues over the years.
“The Nooners started out about 20 years ago as a group
of coaches who wanted to play sports together, but didn’t
want to have a competitive advantage over one another,”
Kolvoord, who is also a professor of Integrated Science
and Technology and the co-director of the JMU Center for
STEM Education and Outreach, said. “Soon after, faculty
members started to join and it just became more composed of professors over time.”
Kolvoord says that he and physics professor Kevin
Giovanetti have been with the Nooners since just after
its founding.
“We like to joke that when we’re playing against students, we’ve been playing floor hockey as long as they’ve

been alive,” Kolvoord said.
Along the way, they have recruited their colleagues to
come out and join the team, creating a warm and welcoming environment that has made many professors stay
with the team over the years. Associate physics professor Brian Utter has been with the team for the past eight
years.

“

We like to joke that when we’re
playing against students, we’ve
been playing floor hockey as
long as they’ve been alive.

”

Bob Kolvoord
Dean of the College of Integrated
Science and Engineering
“The first time I played with the team, I just happened
to be in the gym when they were out getting ready to play
their lunchtime game,” Utter said. “Kevin Giovanetti told
me to come play with them and I’ve been with the team
ever since.”
While some members like Kolvoord have previous
hockey experience, the majority are those who are just
looking for a fun activity and a way to stay in shape. Utter
himself had very little hockey experience before joining
the team, but developed his talent as the years went by.
“I played a lot of soccer when I was younger, so hockey

was a little difficult to adapt to at first,” Utter said. “I started out as a novice but was able to develop the skills to be
a competitive member of the team.”
While the team is best known as being mainly composed of professors, it’s open to students as well. This
past season the team had three students, including senior
biotechnology major Joseph Balsamo.
“I met Dr. Kolvoord through an interview for the Hillcrest scholarship,” Balsamo said. “In my essay I talked
about growing up playing hockey back home in New
Jersey, and after the interview he invited me to come
practice with the team.”
Balsamo said that Kolvoord is always looking to recruit
students to the Nooners.
In the past five season, the Nooners have placed both
third and second place twice and took first place once.
But maintaining a winning desire doesn’t mean that
the team only wants the best players. The Nooners are
open to anyone who wants to come out and play floor
hockey. Utter believes it’s the inviting atmosphere that
keeps members coming back and allows them to build a
good team dynamic.
“There are definitely teams that have better players
than us,” Utter said. “But we play well as a team because
we’ve been doing this together for a long time. It seems
like every other year we’re winning one of the tournaments and I can’t remember not having a winning record.”
Contact Matt Tyson at tysonme@dukes.jmu.edu.

JMU athletics’ helping hands
Sports medicine department aids student-athletes, provides an experience to those in the program

By Andre Haboush
The Breeze

Largely unknown, but still needed and
appreciated, is the JMU sports medicine
program. Physicians and physical trainers
train and rehabilitate injured student-athletes to get them back onto the field in a
safe and timely manner.
The head of the department, Tom
Kuster, has been working at JMU since
1999. After graduating from JMU in 1995,
Kuster came back to the place he loves
and intends to stay for a while longer.
“When I came back, it was kind of a
career goal of mine to come back and
work,” Kuster said. “Now that I’ve been
here for 15 years … you feel taken care of,
you feel supported, you feel valued. Anytime you’re in any kind of a job, if you
have those sorts of things around you,
I think you will always want to stay and
work hard to do well.”
Since Kuster’s first day at Godwin Hall,
the full-time staff size increased from four
to 10, and updated equipment across JMU
athletics make for a more suitable feel.
“We are able to do a lot more care and
coverage for the student athletes,” Kuster
said. “Facilities have improved. From my
perspective, the growth of our department of the past 10 to 15 years has been
my biggest achievement.”
As part of the job, Kuster coordinates all
sports medicine services while supervising his staff. Communication with other
departments is required to ensure no
sports team is understaffed.

Simultaneously, Kuster’s top priority of
putting the student-athlete first remains.
He and colleagues work in unison to serve
them.
“The goals are always to do what’s best
by the student-athlete,” Kuster said. “Trying to give them the best quality care as
possible. Keep them safe and healthy on
the fields, and when they do get injured,
try to return them as safely, as quickly as
possible.”
Aside from Kuster and his staff, the
JMU sports medicine program features
seven graduate assistants and 18 undergraduate students.
The seven graduate assistants are all
certified and licensed in Virginia to practice sports medicine, and all of them went
through a challenging selection process
to be at JMU.
Usually 90 to 100 students apply each
year, and about one-fourth will receive an
invitation to an interview, but the number of graduate assistants remains around
seven.
“During the interview process, we’re
looking for all sorts of things: maturity,
communication skills, ability to work at a
high paced environment in Division I athletics,” Kuster said. “Someone who’s going
to be a team player is probably another
critical component.”
One graduate assistant, Carolann
Baldridge, is graduating in May with
a master’s. Baldridge set her sights on
her major as a junior in high school.
see program, page 11
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LACROSSE (9-4)

CAA honors freshman as Rookie of the Week
Midfielder tallied four points in the Dukes’ win over Drexel University last Sunday
By PETER CAGNO
The Breeze

JMU Lacrosse’s freshman
midfielder Haley Warden
was selected as the Colonial
Athletic Association’s Rookie
of the Week Monday. This
honor comes after Warden’s
performance last Sunday
against Drexel University
when she notched four points
on two goals and two assists.
She also had a groundball
and six draw controls, four
resulting in goals for the
Dukes. We chatted with
Warden about a range of
topics.
How does it feel to be selected
as the CAA’s Rookie of
the Week? It’s pretty cool. I
definitely don’t think I’d be able
to do it without the rest of my
team. It’s a really good feeling
knowing that I’m capable of
doing something like this.
What’s your favorite lacrosse
memory? Winning three state
championship titles in high
school.
What’s one thing you can’t
live without? My dog, Steel. He
is a German Shepherd/retriever
mix.
Where did you go on your last
vacation? Um...Florida...maybe?
If you could meet anyone, dead
or alive, who would it be? Miley
Cyrus.

As a kid, what did you want
to be when you grew up? I
wanted to be a doctor, because
that is like the stereotypical kid
answer. I definitely wanted to
do something with biomedical
engineering, but that didn’t
happen.
Who on the team is destined
to be a reality TV star? I would
have to say Alex Revel.
Which actress would play you
in a movie about your life?
Emma Stone.
If you could travel anywhere,
where would it be, and why? I’d
probably go to Europe because of
how close all the countries are to
each other so it would be easy to
travel between them.
OVERTIME
Favorite Athlete: Alex Morgan
Favorite Sports team:
Philadelphia Flyers
Favorite Food: Bread
Best Place to Eat on Campus:
Festival
Chipotle or Q’doba: Chipotle
ECL or Carrier: ECL
PC or Mac: Mac
CONTACT Peter Cagno at
breezesports@gmail.com

MARK OWEN / THE BREEZE

Freshman midfielder Haley Warden was recently selected as the CAA Rookie of the Week.

PROGRAM | JMU sports medicine provides top-notch athletic training
from page 10

“There was a class at my high school,” Baldridge
said. “I got really interested in it. I had a couple of
friends that were older than me that went to college
the year before me and became athletic trainers,
and I kind of followed in their footsteps.”
Baldridge and her peers work extremely hard at
rehabilitating student athletes, but rewards follow.
“Our graduate assistants come here and work
here in our department as athletic trainers,
basically,” Kuster said. “They come here for
degrees, so they’re given a tuition waiver and a
stipend and, in return, they work for us in our
department, so they gain clinical experience.
Much like experience gained, the relationships
built is another reward that’s immeasurable.
“Being around a team for an entire semester, you
get close with our the coaches and all your
athletes,” junior athletic training major Andy
Russo said. “You really do feel like you’re a part of
the team … [the players] will trust you just as much

as the staff athletic trainers in helping them out
with whatever.”
Russo is currently working with softball in the
program.
Like Kuster, Baldridge trains mainly the
volleyball team, but also goes into other sports
when needed.
“One of my responsibilities is going to school
and working towards that degree, responsibility
towards making sure I’m providing the best care
possible to the student athletes that I take care of,”
Baldridge said.
The spring semester is easier for her since the
volleyball season ended in November. While still
working with peers and training the volleyball
team in the offseason, Baldridge’s schedule has
afternoon and evening classes to balance out the
requirements for being a trainer at a Division I
school.
With a goal of broadening her horizons with
experience in different sports, Baldridge learned
how important collaboration is.

“Understanding that working together and being
able to rely on each other is really important,”
Baldridge said. “I don’t always have to know
everything, and do everything on my own. That it’s
okay to ask for help, that we can use each other as a
team.”
Kuster sees it the same way as Baldridge— being
able to work on a few things at the same time
without stress provides excellent learnable
moments.
“I think time management, they learn,” Kuster said.
“I think the ability to multitask and handle multiple
responsibilities on time they learn, which prepares
them for their next job. I think they are exposed to
a lot of the post-surgery rehab that we do,” Kuster
said. “So when they come here as graduate students, they’re able to see a lot more of things that
go into getting student athletes back on the field.”
CONTACT Andre Haboush at
habousaw@dukes.jmu.edu

Follow
@TheBreezeSports on
Twitter for updates
on JMU sports!

U Stor It

Mini Stor It
Student Summer Storage Special
Serving JMU Students and Faculty for Over 35 Years!

190 E. Mosby Rd. Harrisonburg

(Located across from Kline’s on South Main St.)
FREE T-SHIRT FOR FIRST 100 STUDENTS!

-Closest to JMU
-24 Hour Security
-Low Prices
-Phone Answered 24 Hours

-Completely Fenced & Well-Lit
-Fire Rated Buildings
-Climate Control Units Available
-Office & Resident Manager

Rent Your Own Storage Space!

433-1234 433-STOR

U-Stor-It

U-Lock-It

U-Keep The Key

ministorit.com
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

JMU forward leaves program
Men’s basketball’s Hari Hall decides to pursue professional opportunity to support family

JMU basketball freshman forward Hari Hall has
decided to leave the team to pursue a professional opportunity, head coach Matt Brady announced Monday.
“Hari Hall has made the very personal decision to
begin working full-time to help financially support his
family,” Matt Brady said in Monday’s statement.
According to Nick Sunderland of the Daily-News
Record, Hall recently signed a contract with Atlantic
Records and is now living in Atlanta.
“While we are disappointed that we are losing a
member of our basketball team, we fully support Hari
pursuing his other great passion in the music industry,”
Brady also said in the statement. “Hari will always be part
of the JMU Basketball family and we wish him nothing

but great success.”
Hall is leaving after his freshman season, helping the
Dukes’ to a 19-14 record in their 2014-15 campaign. He
played in 19 games, averaging 14.9 minutes per game, 5.8
points per game and 2.7 rebounds per game.
The Dukes shared the regular season Colonial Athletic Association title with Northeastern University, the
College of William & Mary and the University of North
Carolina Wilmington. JMU ended the season with a loss
in the first round of the 2015 Collegeinsider.com Tournament to University of South Carolina Upstate on March
17.
-staff report

ERIN WILLIAMS / THE BREEZE

Freshman forward Hari Hall played in 19 games for the Dukes last season.

BASEBALL | McPherson and the Dukes look forward to Northeastern
from front

COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS

Freshman second basemen Kyle McPherson fields a ball in a loss against the College of Charleston on March 27. He has a .956 fielding percentage.

all the way up… I’ve just always been involved with baseball,” McPherson said.
In McPherson’s eyes, his success has been hard-earned
and comes from his teammates, his dedication and hard
work.
“The game is a lot faster but my teammates and I work
harder because we are all a lot more serious about the
game,” McPherson said.
For highly recruited high school players like McPherson, being drafted to the MLB is often a dream.
McPherson had a high chance of being drafted directly
out of high school, but the luck didn’t turn his way.
“I just played as hard as I could and if I would have
gotten drafted that would have been cool, but I didn’t
and I’m just going to play as hard as I can here,” McPherson said.
Despite not being drafted out of high school, McPherson still has the potential to become a league prospect.
“It is early to tell, but he has the ability and he displays
the skills needed … he is talented and he doesn’t shy
away from the work,” Cohen said.
Cohen also feels that there are some things that
McPherson can work on, such as swinging at the first
pitch and understanding the pitch count at the plate. The
draft is the farthest thing from McPherson’s mind now, as
he has goals he wishes to accomplish at JMU first.
“I just want to win a CAA tournament and hopefully
keep going and one day make it to the College World
Series,” McPherson said.
With his first year coming to a close, McPherson described his rookie season as an awesome
experience. Although the team is off to a rough conference start, 2-7, JMU continues conference play at
Northeastern University this weekend after a 14-1
out of conference loss at the University of Virginia.
CONTACT Kevin Romm atrommke@dukes.jmu.edu

Valley Urgent Care is pleased to announce
We ha ve new hour s!
.

Open 7 days a week
from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
540.434.5709
valleyur gentcar eva.com
119B Univer sity Bl vd. Har r isonbur g, VA
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Help Wanted

Apts for Rent

Telescope Pictures is now
hiring for Summer 2015.
Work and live on the beach!

1-BR Downtown, Stainless
Appliances, Hard Wood
Floors $595 540-564-2659
http://www.castleproperty.c
om
3-BR 2.5-BA Townhouse,
Stainless Appliances, Fenced
Yard, http://www.castleproperty.com 540-564-2659
End Unit Renovated TownHome @CamdenTowns +View
$1000/month 571-258-7271
End Unit
Renovated
Townhome
@CamdenTowns +View1000.pm
#571-258-7271

Make Money. Make Friends.
Make Memories.
Apply online today @
www.MyTelescopePictures.
com/employment
Housing and Paid Internships available!

Homes for Rent
4BR 2BA House,85 E. Grattan,3 blocks from JMU, washer/dryer, fenced back yard.
540 434-4227
4BR 2BA House,85 E. Grattan,3 blocks from JMU, washer/dryer, fenced back yard.
540 434-4227

Looking to get your

Adver t

message out?

ise wit

h us!

O U R S E R V I CE S

Readership of almost 23,000
More than 100 distribution points
Bi-weekly publishings

• 24 Hour Towing &
Roadside Assistance
• Jump Starts
• Lock Out Services
• Brake Service
• Tire Replacement
• Electrical Diagnostics

• Check Engine Light
• Suspension
• Shocks and Struts
• Tune-Ups
• Engine & Transmission
Replacement
• Maintenance Services

540.434.4448

info@jltowingandautomotive.com
1187 North Liberty Street
Harrisonburg, Virginia 22802

LUNCH! LUNCH! LUNCH!
Chicken Charlie with Turkey
and more, Steak and Cheese

COME IN
AND TRY US!
And get $0.50 off
Lunch Sandwiches
1731 South High St., 1741 E. Virginia Ave,
1635 East Market
St, Harrisonburg, VA Harrisonburg, VA
Harrisonburg, VA
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RATES AS LOW AS

$339

NEW HARDWOOD-STYLE FLOORING & BLACK KITCHEN APPLIANCES
NEW EXTERIOR SIDING • NOW FULLY GATED
walk to class • private bedrooms • washer & dryer • fully furnished with leather-style furniture
FREE Gold’s Gym membership • utilities included (electricity up to a monthly cap)

SAVE $150 WITH REDUCED FEES

CAMPUSEDGEJMU.COM
869 B Port Republic Road • 540.438.3835
Rates, fees, amenities & utilities included are subject to change.

Professor Lawrence Lessig,

Roy L. Furman Professor
of Law at Harvard Law School, will serve as the sixth
speaker for the Madison Vision Series.

“Equal laws
protecting equal
rights; the best
guarantee of
loyalty and love
of country.”

“Madison’s Forgotten
Egalitarianism”
THE EVENT IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Mon., April 13th, 4:00–5:00 p.m.
FORBES CENTER CONCERT HALL

– JAMES MADISON
A U G U S T 18 2 0 ,
IN

A LETTER

TO

JA C OB

DE L A

M OTT

A

www.jmu.edu/president/mvs/

